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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend Claims 1, 2, 8, 10-16, 22, 24-30, 36, and 38-40 as indicated below. 
The following is a complete listing of claims and replaces all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the present application: 



Claim 1 (currently amended): An e-mail processing method comprising the steps 

of: 

identifying a data type of each [[data]] part included in a received e-mail, the 
received e-mail c om p rising a plurality uf different lypc^ o f data being a multi-part e-mail ; 

determining whether each [[data]] part included in the received e-mail can be 
processed, in accordance with the identified data type of each [[data]] part : 




storing the-data a part that can be processed, included in the received e-mail, if it 
is determined in said determining step that the [[data]] part can be processed; and 



deleting the-data apart that cannot be processed, included in the received e-mail, 
if it is determined in said determining step that the [[data]] part cannot be processed. 

Claim 2 (currently amended): A method according to Claim 1, further comprising 
the [[steps]] step of: 

registering data types o f data that can be processed, in advancement*, 
wherein it is determined in said determining step, that the data apart can be 
processed[[,]] when the identified data type of [[data]] the part coincides with [[the]] a registered 
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data type ofdata. 



Claims 3-7 (canceled) 

Claim 8 (currently amended): A method according to Claim 1, wherein a 
presence of fee-data apart that cannot be processed is notified to a user. 

Claim 9 (canceled) 




Claim 10 (currently amended): A method according to Claim 1 ? wherein, when it 



has been determined that the da t a apart cannot be processed, a subsequent process is selectable 
from among a plurality of predetermined processes. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): A method according to Claim 1, wherein [[the]] a 
data type of d a t a c o mprises a part that can be processed is a text. 



Claim 12 (currently amended): A method according to Claim 1, wherein [[the]] § 
data type of data-comprises a part that can be processed is an image. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): A method according to Claim 1, wherein 
identification of [[the]] a data type o fdata is perfoimcd by analyzing the received e-mail. 
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Claim 14 (currently amended): A method according to Claim 1, wherein a 
character string i& iiuiivcd from the received e-mail, and the, data type of [[data]] apart is 
identified in said ide ntifying step according to a reference character string specified based on a 
position in the rec eived e - mail wU c i e the irti iev e d of a predetermined character string is present 
in the received e-mail . 

Claim 15 (currently amended): An e-mail processing apparatus comprising: 
type identification means for identifying a data type of each [[data]] part included 

in a received e-mail, the received e-mail comprising a p lu r ali t y of different tyu e » uf da t a being a 

multi-part e-mail : 

determination means for determining whether each [[data]] part included in the 
received e-mail can be processed, in accordance with the identified data type of each [[data]] 
Qart; 

storing means for storing th e data a part that can he processed, included in the 
received e-mail, if said determination means determines that the [[data]] part can be processed; 
and 

deleting means for deleting the daLd ajpart that cannot be processed, included in 
the received e-mail, if said determination means determines that the [[data]] ggrt cannot be 
processed. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): An apparatus according to Claim 15, further 
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comprising storage means for storing data types o f da t a that can be processed, wherein said 
determination means determines that the data a part can be processed[[ J] when the identified 
type of [[data]] the part coincides with [[the]] a stored data type o f da t a . 

Claims 17-21 (canceled) 

Claim 22 (currently amended): An apparatus according to Claim 1 5, further 
comprising notification means for notifying a user of a presence of t he data apart that cannot be 
processed. 

Claim 23 (canceled) 

Claim 24 (currently amended): An apparatus according to Claim 15, further 
comprising selection means for causing a subsequent process to be selectable from among a 
plurality of predetermined processes, when said determination means determines that a [[data]] 
part cannot be processed. 

Claim 25 (currently amended): An apparatus according to Claim 15, wherein 
[[the]] a data type of data coiupiiais a part that can be processed is a text. 

Claim 26 (currently amended): An apparatus according to Claim 15, wherein 
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[[the]] a data type of da t a c o mprises a part that can be processed is an image. 

Claim 27 (currently amended): An apparatus according to Claim 15, wherein said 
type identification means identifies [[the]] a data type o f da t a by analyzing the received e-mail. 

Claim 28 (currently amended): 'An apparatus according to Claim 15, wherein said 
type identification means retriuv s a d ckaidilei string from tlm igieiv e thomiail, and identifies 
([the]] adata type of [[data]] apart according to a reference character string specified based on a 
P 0sition m tlic nxuved e-mail where the jOiiiv u l of a predetermined character string i s present 
in the received e-mail . 

Claim 29 (currently amended): A computer-readable storage medium storing 
control software for implementing an e-mail process, the control software comprising: 

a control program for identifying a data type of each [[data]] part included in a 
received e-mail, the received e-mail c o mprising a pluuli t y u f diffciciil typus uf data being a 
multi-part e-mail : 

a control program for determining whether each [[data]] jjart included in the 
received e-mail can be processed, in accordance with the identified data type of each [[data]] 

a control program for storing the data apart that can be processed, included in the 
received e-mail, if it is determined by said control program for determining that the [[data]] part 
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can be processed; and 

a control program for deleting th e data a_part that cannot be processed, included in 
the received e-mail, if it is determined by said control program for determining that the [[data]] 
part cannot be processed. 

Claim 30 (currently amended): A storage medium according to Claim 29, 
wherein the control software further comprises: 

a control program for reading data types o f data that can be processed, which have 
been registered in advance in a memory ; an d, 

[f a ]] wherein it is determined bv said control program for determining that 
the data a part can be processed[[,]] when the identified data type of [[data]] the part coincides 
with [[the]] a read data type o f data . 

Claims 31-35 (canceled) 

Claim 36 (currently amended): A storage medium according to Claim 29, 
wherein the control software further comprises a control program for notifying a user of a 
presence of t he da t a apart that cannot be processed. 

Claim 37 (canceled) 
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Claim 38 (currently amended): A storage medium according to Claim 29, 
wherein the control software further comprises a control program for causing a subsequent 
process to be selectable from among a plurality of predetermined processes, when it has been 
determined that the data apart cannot be processed* 

Claim 39 (currently amended): A storage medium according to Claim 29, 
wherein the con tro l s oft ware findic r c o mprises a control program for identifying [[the]] identifies 
a data type o f data by analyzing the received e-mail. 

Claim 40 (currently amended): A control program according to Claim 29, 
wherein the control soflwaie further c o mprise,!, a iuiUiuI program for r e trie v i n g- a charact e r string 
fiuui die i reived c - m&il, ami identifying [[the]] identifies a type of [[data]] apart according to a 
character string specified based on a position in the l e ceivcd email where the retrieved of a 
predetermined character string is pie&eiU in the received e-mail . 
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